
 
 
Directions:  Go to MSF Basic Rider Course Rider Handbook.  Read pages 25 through 47, Unit IV.  Then for 
questions 1 – 35 select the best answer by picking the button next to it. 

Basic Rider Course Homework Assignment – Unit IV 
This assignment must be completed and turned in at the start of the last class session. 

You must turn in a precourse and homework assignment to be eligible to graduate from this 
course.

1. A characteristic of a convex mirror is that it: a. Makes objects appear farther than they are 
b. Creates glare at night 
c. Creates a blind spot 

2. The 4-second immediate path generally 
corresponds to: 

a. How far the eyes can see ahead in traffic 
b. The distance you should search ahead 
c. The distance needed for a quick response to a 

problem 
3. The greatest potential for a conflict with 

other traffic occurs: 
a. When following other vehicles 
b. At intersections 
c. In curves 

4. A good response to a tailgating driver is to: a. Look in the mirrors more frequently 
b. Flash your high beam headlight 
c. Increase your safety margin ahead 

5. Overriding a headlight at night occurs 
when: 

a. The headlight is aimed improperly 
b. Total stopping distance exceeds sight distance 
c. Lights of other cars create glare 

6. The best way to achieve maximum braking 
is to: 

a. Apply both brakes fully without locking either wheel 
b. Lock the rear brake and use some front brake 
c. Lock the front brake and use no rear brake 

7. What makes stopping quickly in a curve 
more difficult? 

a. The road surface is more slippery 
b. Only the rear brake can be used 
c. Some traction is also needed for cornering 

8. A rain-slick surface: a. Is most slippery at the beginning of a rain 
b. Is not as hazardous as a dry surface 
c. Decreases braking distance 

9. Carrying a passenger: a. Makes starting out from a stop easier 
b. Affects motorcycle handling 
c. Makes a motorcycle more stable  

10. The primary effects of beverage alcohol 
are related to: 

a. Coordination and sense of direction 
b. Sight and sound 
c. Vision and judgment 

11. When riding where sand has collected on 
the road: 

a. Stay as upright as possible 
b. Use the brakes more abruptly to stop 
c. Use a wrist up position 

12. To make good judgments in traffic, you 
need to first: 

a. Know how to stop quickly  
b. Search ahead 
c. Watch for pedestrians first, then vehicles 

13. Which of the following leads to more 
motorcycle crashes than the others? 

a. Riding in the rain  
b. Riding on gravel roads 
c. Improper cornering 

14. When approaching a curve, it is best to: a. Evaluate potential hazards before entering the 
curve 

b. Stay close to the centerline if there is oncoming 
traffic 

c. Squeeze the clutch lever to slow down 
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15. A helmet certified for use on the street 
must: 

a. Be on a list 
b. Be the full-face design 
c. Have a DOT label applied by the manufacturer 

16. What type of injury accounts for the 
majority of crash fatalities? 

a. Head 
b. Shoulder 
c. Leg 

17. To carry a passenger a motorcycle must b
equipped with: 

e b
a. A handhold 

. A backrest for the passenger 
c. A seat firmly attached behind the seat of the 

operator 
18. When operating a motorcycle a rider: a. Must keep both hands on the handlebars at all 

times 
b. Cannot carry anything that prevents them from 

keeping both hands on the handlebars 
c. Must keep their right foot positioned over the brake 

pedal 
19. How does a motorcyclist visually divide a 

lane? 
a. Into 4 portions 
b. Into 2 portions 
c. Into 3 portions 

20. The minimum recommended following 
distance is: 

a. 2 seconds 
b. 4 seconds 
c. 6 seconds 

21. Total stopping distance consists of: a. 2 parts: reaction, braking 
b. 3 parts: perception, reaction, braking 
c. 2 parts: perception, stopping 

22. What is the No-Zone? a. The middle of a lane 
b. The shoulder of the road 
c. A large truck’s blind spots 

23. Body position when crossing an obstacle 
is: 

a. Weight shifted forward 
b. Rising off the seat 
c. Knees straight 

24. Which of the following statements about 
lane use is not true? 

a. Motorcycles may be operated between lanes of 
traffic to help reduce congestion 

b. A motor vehicle may not be driven in any manner 
that deprives a motorcycle full use of a lane 

c. Motorcycles may be operated two abreast in a 
single lane 

25. If the front tire skids because of too much 
brake pressure: 

a. Immediately release, then reapply as necessary 
b. Keep it locked until stopped 
c. Lock the rear brake too 

26. A linked braking system: a. Increases stopping distance 
b. Prevents wheel lock up 
c. Causes both brakes to be applied if either brake is 

used 
27. Body position during a swerve is best 

described as: 
a. Rising off the seat 
b. Independent of motorcycle lean 
c. Leaning forward 

28. Hydroplaning occurs when: a. Riding in a No-Zone 
b. Following too closely 
c. Water builds up under the tires 

29. A crowned road: a. Is a road that has rain grooves
b. Is higher in the middle than on the sides 
c. Has worn tire paths from heavy traffic
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30. Which of the following is considered one 
drink: 

a. A 12-ounce bee
b. 1-ounce of wine
c. 3 shots of liquo

31. A recommended way to intervene when 
someone has too much to drink is to: 

a. Encourage more drinking
b. Argue with the drinke
c. Get help

32. When riding at night: a. Use the high beam when not following or meeting
other vehicles 

b. Wear dark clothing
c. Follow one second behind the vehicle ahead

33. The most common cause of crashes at 
intersections is: 

a. Drivers tailgating you
b. Drivers entering your right of way
c. Improper lane position

34. What is the BAC limit for “Driving Under t
Influence” (DUI) in Maryland? 

e a. .10
b. .07
c. .08

35. If a dog runs toward you while riding, you 
should: 

a. Kick at the dog 
b. Adjust speed to upset the dog’s timing
c. Honk the horn
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